


Pack your bags and get ready for an all singing, all dancing spectacular as ..
MAMMA MIA! | Have a Dream lands on ITVI and ITVX in October. ' o

Filmed in some of the most stunning locations in Greece, where MAMMA MIA! is
set, 14 of the nation’s most talented musical theatre hopefuls, will compete
play the lead roles of Sophie and Sky, in the West End production of MAMMA
MIA!

Hosted by the irrepressible Zoe Ball, each week our Sophies and Skys will be
pu’r through their paces by four superstar judges; Alan Carr, Jessie Ware,
Barks and Amber Rlley They'll be tested on everything from singing
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gqtor and Producer of MAMMA MIA!
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JUDY CRAYMER

Why was now the right time to use a TV show to find the
new stars of your stage show, MAMMA MIA!?

MAMMA MIA! the musical stage show is celebrating its 25th
Anniversary on 6" April 2024 so it felt like the perfect time to
commemorate this unique moment with a TV show to find
musical theatre stars of the future. We really have something to
celebrate. The stage show has been seen by over 65m people
in 50 productions in 16 languages in over 450 cities around the
world and I've produced two much-loved movies. The story of
MAMMA MIA! is cross generational - about a mother and
daughter. | thought the idea of a TV show to fill the young roles
would make entertaining TV whilst finding new talent for
musical theatre. MAMMA MIA! has always encouraged young
actorsp.and given opporfunities to those making their stage

and Bjorn Ul ‘
them to produce the s
They liked the idea of
stage show. And | think t

What is your role Wifhrl‘n"
I'm positioned within the show as

quiding the judges and working with 1he 'MAMMA MIAI
standard team that I've brought in;

the legendary choreographer Anthony Van Lasst, musical
maestro Martin Lowe and casting supremo David Grindrod. It is
they who are putting the contestants through their challenging
paces. They have all worked on the show and the movies, can
spot genuine talent a mile off and know exactly what it takes to
be able to play these roles eight times a week in the West End
show.

What do you think about the judging line-up?

What is great is that the judges are all incredibly experienced in
their own line of work. They all have incredibly impressive
careers in the entertainment industry and each one brings
something different to the show. They all have a unique style
and take on the contestants. They have brilliant, insightful
comments, are encouraging and honest. They have all at some
point been in a similar position to our talented contestants.
antha Barks who is fop of her game in musical theatre

be successful on

What can fans expect from the show?

This TV show is filmed on a sun-kissed Greek Island so the
audience will immediately enter the magical world of MAMMA
MIA! and be transported to this idyllic location with a backdrop
of a beautiful villa where the TV creative team have
painstakingly constructed the set with every amazing detail of
the stage show and movies. The fans, | think, will appreciate the
detail. Audiences can expect total escapism - this show

high-energy, feel-good, all-singing, all-dancing. The'
the contestants mentored through workshops,
bootcamps and master classes. They sing not only ABBA™s
but other pop and rock classics, and perform duets and solo
with full choreography and an ensemble cast.

It's not just a talent show, it's a never-seen-before behind-the-
scenes look at a world class musical theatre training
programme. And that's important because it goes beyond the
TV show - whoever wins will be working in the West End.

the talent of the conlesfanis you've got
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~discuss with the judges what | thought of the
es, but it was important that they made the final
ecision, and | know how tough it was. There was a lot of
eliberation and lively discussion about who would have to go.
| thought Alan was going to burst into tears when we had the
first elimination. It often got quite emotional. There was a lot of
lip trembling.
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LOE BALL

How would you describe this show and what you are trying
to achieve?

Well, the search is on for the new Sophie and Sky to star in
London's West End MAMMA MIA! musical. It is all about young
Sophie, who is about to get married, has grown up on an
island, been brought up by her fabulous mum, Donna, and she
has discovered by reading her mum's diaries that she
potentially had three dads and she invites them all to her
wedding. That's where the story begins for MAMMA MIA!l, and
so we've gone to where the story is set, on a Greek island, here
played beautifully by Corfu.

We have taken seven boys and seven girls, they made it to the
astJ4,.out of thousands who auditioned, and they are then put

C eir paces by the MAMMA MIA! gods, Judy Craymer,
foly Loast the choreogropher, Martin Lowe, he's the
nd a panel of expe

brought up‘o
in a usual manner.
spirited. She's just bee

And there's Sky. When
I've fallen in love with
kind of ski instructor, water spon
dynamic. o

Everything looks so fabulous. Having said that, you fly out to
Greece, and you think the weather's going to be amazing and
it was absolutely awful the first few days. Initially, we had
torrential rain and some of the sets were blowing away! We
had the audience under umbrellas, but then the Gods of
Olympus smiled at us, and the sunshine came out. Thank
goodness for that! | think there was one show where | was
wearing long flares and the water from the set was up to my
knees by the end of the show. | had tide marks on my trousers!

The performances are in front of an audience in a beautiful villa
setting. The creative team has done such an amazing job that
you do feel at times that you are part of the story when you are
watching the audience.

Why do you think we need a show like this on our screens
right now?

ause it's going fo go out when the

the charisma of Sophie and Sky. Some of the guys are in the
industry so they know how it works, but it is heartbreaking when
they don't get through - they leave having learned a hell of a
lot about themselves though.

Some of them have had experience and some of them are just
fresh out of college. Some of them have done very little octuolly
on stage so it's quite amazing to see how well they.do
considering the level that they're all at. But there's a few:c
where | can already see them on the West End
something you look and think, "Oh, if she doesn't get this pe
she'd be a great part in this, or he'd be amazing in that” 11

a lot of them we will get to see on stage at some point. I'm
really excited for them all.

What's important in finding the next Sophie and Sky?
People who've seen the stage show know that very different

people can play those roles, which is great. It leaves it quite
open.

. they all,
rgen-oble

sver forget. | just



ALAN CARR

Judge

EMBARGOED UNTIL MONDAY
16" OCTOBER AT 21:00



ALAN CARR

Why do you think we need a show like this on our TV screens
at the moment?

| just think it's so colourful, it's so fabulous, it's so fun. The show is
like a Berocca for me. | think being in Corfu really helps. | liked
that we decided who went home. The performances were key.
The show is just joyful fun on one of the most beautiful islands
you'll see. So yeah, what's not to love? It's lovely.

Do you think the fact that you filmed on location in Greece
gives the show that extra wow factor?

I'm glad you said that because what | loved about it was that
we were in a stunning villa on top of this hillside. It felt like a
ames,Bond lair, right on top of the island. | thought some of the
r ces of ABBA songs, or other popular classms with that
efting |n the bockground was just s

of 1hem i
the roles of
she saw, who she d |
interesting because
movies and everythin

This woman who's wa
Meryl Streep, Julie Walters. Sh
you're performing to us four judges sitting there.

But then you look slightly to your right, and you've got the
woman who could make you an absolute superstar. She's a
game changer on our show.

What do you think you bring to the panel?

Listen, I've said all along, and I'm sure some people will moan
and go, "What's he done? He's never done the West End." I'm
a standup performer. | do a little bit of this, a little bit of that. But
also | go to the theatre a lof, | love it. | know what entertains
me, so in a way | am just your average punter that these
performers are going to need to connect with. The other three
really know their stuff. Between them, | think they've performed
on every stage going, from the West End, Broadway,
Coachella, Wembley Arena.

Theres not a stoge those three have not been on and they
: ical side, but there has to be a space for the
And that's me! I'm

Fans can expect lots of great contestants taking to the
stage, can't they?

Yeah, it's that perfect mix of professionals and novices. There's
someone who works in a factory, there's someone who works in
a coffee shop. There are people who are trained, they've been
fo drama school for three years. There are people from all over:
We've give people from all walks of life a chance. :

Could you tell the difference between those
training and those who didn't?

It's really interesting because you'd think people with fraining
would be the most confident but actually, in some ways, they
felt they had more to lose because they'd trained for it. But
when they were on that stage you cannot bet who is going to
sing the best. That's the joy of it. But also as Judy says, she wants
the triple threat. If you're going to get those lead roles, you
need fo not only sing, you've got to dance, you've got to act as

: weII Some of the singers weren't as strong actors. So we as
 judges, it \ as a jIgSOW puzzle because we want them to be

that's no good if they're
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AMBER RILEY

What impact do you think filming in Greece has on the show?

It just felt more authentic. It kind of puts you more in the mind and
the soul of MAMMA MIA! Looking out and seeing how beautiful
Greece is, and then actually hearing that music, it was such a treat. |
feel like people are going to watch and just be transported. It's
going to get them even more involved in that story, and make
them want to go watch the show over and over again.

What was it that you were looking for in your Sophie and Sky?

| think speaking to Judy Craymer was so informative for me,
because | honestly didn't know until | really got there to see what it
was that she was looking for, and who she believed Sophie and
Sky were. Then | had to also think - as an audience member,
somebedy that would go and watch the show - about what |
> see, personally, and then my experience just being in
End. Can you handle eight shows a week? Are you

d of pressure bemg a leading woman? Are

because you
fime. You have ,
body has to be reste

discipline and focus, any:
and | could see that every
and ready for that.

s

What do you think you bring to the panel?

| really just went in to be myself. | always go in with good intentions
to be encouraging, and also to give really great constructive
criticism. | love competition shows, | love watching them. | feel like it
was important to me to not only let them know how amazing they
are, but also where they can improve and use some of my
experiences, whether good or bad experiences that I've had, and
things that I've learned, to help them maybe start on their journey,
and make it a little bit easier for them so they don't have to run into
the same pitfalls | did.

What did you think about the contestants?

| thought that it was amazing that they were from all walks of life.
Some have got training, others haven't. The thing is, once you get
bit by the theatre bug, you're bit. It definitely opens up a different
part of you. It's a very different feeling than doing film or television.
I feel like ns the rowe51 most open that you can be on stage.

The contestants were put through a series of masterclasses run
by the judges and some of the stars currently in the West End
production of MAMMA MIA!. What was that like?

Oh, man. | love acting so much and singing so much, and | got to
do an acting workshop, along with Samantha, with the girls. | wish |
had more time with each and every one of them |nd|V|duoIIy,
because that's something that | really, really love to do, mentoring
and helping. That was probably one of the most exciting d PR
we got. We had multiple days, but we had one specific day
we really got fo work with the girls, and give them notes,
with them. We got to actually do the scene, be in the seen
them. Being able to actually be hands-on with them was probably
one of my most favourite days that we had during the whole entire
series.

How did they cope with the pressure working with you and
Samantha?

I'm sure that they were nervous, but we really tried our best to let
them know, "Hey, we're on your team. We're here to help you be
e est that you can." Unfortunately, it's a competition, and
an' v | u1 you can win by tokmg away something

self in you n career. It's a
pe that they

yctly right for Sophie
sditi oned for that |
ings that Ive ‘auditioned

you goSebumps during their

6f them dlid! There's a specific number where all the girls sing,

‘and if just stands out in my mind how every girl kind of took their

moment and sang so beautifully. Really, it was a moment where
we were all confused about who would be Sophie, because
everyone kind of embodied her in that moment. | really enjoyed
that performance.

he end of
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SAMANTHA BARKS

How excited were you to be a part of this show?

Well, MAMMA MIA! is the most feel good, happy show there is.
Sometimes | just throw on the film in the winter because it makes
me feel like I've been on holiday. | feel like this series is that, it's
the beautiful setting of being in Greece and celebrating the
amazing music of ABBA. It's such feel good TV. It feels like such a
huge honour to get to be a part of finding the new Sophie and
Sky. The contestants are all such incredibly talented performers,
so it feels like | have a big responsibility, but it was just a joy to
get to see them develop and grow and all those good things, it
was amazing.

You've come full circle having started your career on a show
ike this and now you're a judge, how did that feel?

edible for me. It brought bock SO many r
W\ mg myself into this :
ia. | fook the

VAS NE
loved about
hands-on thon
workshops and reaIIy
them. | want to be il
I've been in that positio
you want the best out 0
| wanted everybody who
to be proud of what theyve
incredibly talented.

It's not about one being better than another, it's about who's
more suited to the role and you want them to be able to leave
with their heads held high. And they all can say that they did
that for sure.

Why do you think being on a show like this is such a great
platform for a young performer starting out?

It's a big platform to get to be on TV and it's so exciting
because I'm obviously very passionate about musical theatre
and having come from a show like this, it is such an exciting
thing for musical theatre to be showcased on a primetime TV
show, where we're celebrating all things musical theatre
because it's a glorious, amazing, incredible industry. I'm just so
excited that it's on the TV in this way and giving these incredibly
talented performers this platform which means so many people
are getting to see them.

cation has on the

I've seen all kinds of people who have played Sophie in
MAMMA MIA! that | know from my own experiences, so | hope
that | can be helpful to the contestants and helpful to the panel
too by sharing what | know.

How did you find the process of sending people home?

It's very difficult and obviously | have empathy for it becaus
I've been there. But something | did say to then
remember someone saying this to me when | did tk
"Don't think about it as the end. Don't think my career's over, fr
life is over, I'm never going to work again. Think of it as t _
beginning of your career. And as long as you're sho osing
yourself to the best of your ability, you'll go on and work in
other jobs and this is your platform to showcase what you can
do." And that's what | would try and say to them, when you
have your final moment, take it. Take that microphone and
show the world what you're going to give to this industry and
what you're going to go out there and achieve because it's
excmng | talk a lot about reframing those thoughts in terms of |
d |n 1he moment, but just think about the exciting
Deagiise - | care ¢ about 1hesemcontestonts and |

y - in those
ppantly. | cared a lot.
r breakfast and

ight. W at do
who ca jUST ‘rock up
at person's gone Oh well." | think
ee’bTy | feel thmgs deeply when we're sending
e,_bame because I've been there and | know it's real
ives. So it was definitely emotional.
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JESSIE WARL

How would you describe this show?

MAMMA MIA! is celebrating 25 years on the West End which is a
huge feat. MAMMA MIA! | Have a Dream is about finding new cast
to play the role of Sophie and Sky the West End. Myself, Alan,
Amber and Samantha were lucky enough to be judges and
mentors to help guide the way with contestants and whittle down
performers before a public vote will determine the winners, later
this year.

The TV show is filmed in Greece, where MAMMA MIA!, of course, is
set! The show is a total feast for the eyes. It's gorgeous, it's uplifting,
it's entertaining, and it's for the entire family. | think that's what is so
special about it. My kids are six, four, and two and when | told them
what | was doing for a month, | got them to watch MAMMA MIAI
itheme,- my son is now completely obsessed, | mean he requests
our Love On Me every day. The power of ABBA and
|Al'is completely contagious & totally feel-good.

Greece gives the sh

Greece becal
the time to overt
to do something i
producers, "l know | can
because of the aspects
MIAl, Greece being a

What do ABBA mean to you?

ABBA are such an important part of, | think, everyone's growing up.
There's such nostalgia with ABBA and | have such respect for them
and their skills as songwriters. 25 years on the West End shows how
these songs stand up to the test of time and just how brilliant they
are. | was enamoured by Judy Craymer and the magic of MAMMA
MIA! and everything around it. | just felt like it was this club that |
wanted to be part of. | think we all had MAMMA MIA! fever when
we were there, which is totally right. It's contagious. It's so fun. And |
think the big opening numbers on the show are something that's
just going to make everyone's hair stand up on end and give them
goosebumps. It's exciting. If's a show that's got all the wonderful
bells and whistles that you want in musical theatre, but with this
amazing location.

How did you get on together?
We Totolly bounced off eoch other, we got on so well. We would

ve d debnef because we were
w. It shows how

 Alon'into this one!

We were like giggling school children, | just have too much of a
hoot with him. He's so hysterical. We have to remind ourselves that
we are judging a competition, this is serious. Sometimes it was too
much fun having Alan there. He's so wonderful and brilliant.

Was it important to you that the show was open to everyone
regardless of their experience or training?

Yeah, absolutely. I'm a pop star who doesn't have the traiai
has a passion and love for musical theatre, so | was always kind ¢
rooting for the people that maybe were less trained, C
wanted to find that magic. | think it's really important. It shows
can be for anybody and it's about talent. You have to consider
though that you have to have the stamina to cope with this career
and that was something that came up a lot. It's about who is going
to be able to do eight shows a week in the West End. | feel like
everybody on this show is going to have a career in either music,
musical theatre, or acting; they were all brilliant.

The talent's that good?

eah, it reolly good | say kids like I'm an old woman, I'm not an
on t they fol They were so enthusiastic,

fiath ) gs o intense. They

i ey were

W" oanr work, -
& | have real

0 not stand up Too mony times, because
en eeJ_llke it kind of takes the impact away. You don't want to
= away your standing ovation too early in the competition, but
was one that, | think it was on the second show and | was like,

‘'come on!" It was just so exciting. And then one of the boys got me
so emotional. | had lots of frustrations with one boy, who | was

rooting for a lot. | was moved to tears, particularly when we had to
send people home.

hey were



MAMMA MIAT T HAVE A DREAM DIGITAL

You can dance, you can jive...

From Greece to the West End, the MAMMA MIA! | Have a Dream social channels will be there every
step of the way, giving viewers backstage access to our future musical theatre stars, judges and host.

On YouTube and Facebook, you will find every stunning performance from our Sophies and Skys,
along with big, movie-style opening numbers, workshops and rehearsals. Here you will also find
'Knowing Me, Knowing You', an insightful (and often hilarious) Q&A series with Amber Riley, Samantha
Barks, Alan Carr, Jessie Ware and Zoe Balll.

' ou contestants playing games on their downtime, as
' in their 'When All is Said and Done’


https://www.facebook.com/MammaMiaDream/
https://www.youtube.com/@mammamiadream
https://www.instagram.com/mammamiadreamtv/
https://www.tiktok.com/@mammamiadreamtv
https://twitter.com/mammamiadream

Jet2holidays):

Jet2holidays, the UK's largest tour operator, is the official partner
of MAMMA MIA! | Have a Dream, a new entertainment show to find the
next stars of the West End theatre production of MAMMA MIA!

The package holiday specialist will use the partnership to raise brand
awareness and reinforce its position as the UK's number one tour operator
to Greece, as well as enabling it to target a key family audience.

As part of the partnership, Jet2holidays will feature 30-second TV adverts
and idents at the opening, during the ad breaks and at the end of the
show. Jet2holidays will also integrate product placement into the show
and launch a range of exclusive competitions. These include a weekly
competition giving away a 7-night holiday to Greece, and the
opportunity to win a pair of tickets to the MAMMA MIA!I | Have a
Dream series finale.

MAMMA MIA!

1 NAVE A DREAM
{ SPONSOREOBY .

MAMMA MIA!

I HAVE A DREAM

SPONSORED BY

jet2holidays
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