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The Six Nations 2023 Live on ITV


TX: From 4pm on Saturday 4 February 2023 - please see full schedule below
This is an ITV Sport production for ITV1, ITVX, STV and STV Player

A star-studded line-up of on-screen talent and key matches feature in ITV’s live coverage of the Guinness Six Nations Championship 2023, kicking off with the Calcutta Cup between England and Scotland at Twickenham.

Kicking off a massive year of rugby union on ITV - with the Rugby World Cup to be exclusively screened on ITV1 and ITVX in the Autumn - the channel will show ten live matches throughout the six weeks of the Six Nations.

They include mouth-watering clashes including the tournament finale Ireland v England at the Aviva Stadium, England v France on March 11, and a clash of the pre-championship favourites Ireland v France on Feb 11.

This year's tournament marks the latest in a deal between ITV and the BBC that sees Six Nations matches shared between both broadcasters on television and online with ITV's matches aired on ITV1, ITVX, STV and STV Player.
 
Leading ITV’s team will be presenters Mark Pougatch and Jill Douglas, joined by Jonny Wilkinson and Lawrence Dallaglio, members of England’s victorious Rugby World Cup 2003 team, along with their coach Sir Clive Woodward, England Women World Cup winner Maggie Alphonsi, former Ireland captain Brian O’Driscoll, fellow former Irish skipper Rory Best, former Wales captain Gareth Thomas, Welsh legend Jamie Roberts, former Scotland and Lions coach Sir Ian McGeechan, former Scottish international Jim Hamilton, Australia's most-capped player George Gregan, and former French forward Benjamin Kayser.
 
Martin Bayfield will combine presenting duties with his role as reporter, alongside reporter Gabriel Clarke. Joining them with a wealth of experience in the commentary box will be Nick Mullins and Miles Harrison, plus co-commentators Shane Williams, Gordon D’Arcy, Ben Kay, Scott Hastings, David Flatman and Danielle Waterman.

Every match will be simulcast live on ITVX, and our responsively designed Six Nations site – itv.com/six-nations – will help bring the tournament to life with all the latest news and highlights of all games. 







ITV SIX NATIONS SCHEDULE


Sat 4 Feb - England v Scotland, ko 1645, transmission from 1600-1900
Sun 5 Feb - Italy v France, ko 1500, transmission from 1415-1730
Sat 11 Feb - Ireland v France, ko 1415, transmission from 1330-1630
Sun 12 Feb - England v Italy, ko 1500, transmission from 1415-1730
Sat 25 Feb - Italy v Ireland, ko 1415, transmission TBC
Sun 26 Feb - France v Scotland, ko 1500, transmission TBC
Sat 11 Mar - Italy v Wales, ko 1415, transmission TBC
Sat 11 Mar - England v France, ko 1645, transmission TBC
Sat 18 Mar - France v Wales, ko 1445, transmission TBC
Sat 18 Mar - Ireland v England, ko 1700, transmission TBC

PRESS PACK Q&As
 
SIR CLIVE WOODWARD

Who do you think will win the Six Nations and why?
 
"At the start of the year I would have said France and Ireland are forging ahead in their understanding of the modern game, their skill levels and attacking intent and the tempo they attempt to play the game at.  That doesn’t mean they are unbeatable, there will still be bumps in the road but the curve is upwards and I salute both teams and both sets of coaches.  With Wales and England having both recently changed coaches now it will be interesting to see if they can close the gap. If I had to pick one I’d go for Ireland as France have to play Ireland and England away."
 
Which players are you looking forward to watching?
 
From England Ollie Haskell Collins from London Irish. Borthwick has picked from Premiership players who are capable of playing at real pace. English Rugby has some really exciting wing options at the moment but he’s the one I’m most looking forward to watching.  From France Antoine Dupont . An obvious choice in many ways but Dupont is a brilliant player. There is no one who couldn't pick up something from watching him closely for 10 minutes.
 
Who are the dark horses?
 
Wales. It’s a new start with Warren Gatland back in charge. He brings stardust and an edge to the Welsh team.  Wales were struggling under Wayne Pivac. You can’t lose against Italy and Georgia at home and expect to survive. Wales have to make Cardiff a fortress once again. There is only one man in world rugby who can do that for them and it’s Gatland.  I think Wales will target their home games this year and look to build from there.  Their first match with Ireland will be huge but win there and momentum could start to build. 
 
Which matches are you particularly looking forward to, and why?
 
England Scotland at Twickenham.  The more I think about it, the more excited I am about Steve Borthwick’s appointment as head coach. He has picked from Premiership players who are capable of playing at real pace and I’m hoping to see 80,000 people off their feet at Twickenham again after the disappointment of the Autumn Internationals.  
 
How do you think England and Wales changing coaches shortly before the tournament will affect their chances?
 
I think both are great appointments. Gatland has been there and done it with Wales and is an excellent coach. Borthwick is at the other end of his international coaching career but it is a good appointment for England. When you change the coaching team you normally get a new vibrancy, with a change of voices. Both teams have home games first up and it wouldn’t surprise me to see both get off to winning starts.  

SIR IAN MCGEECHAN

Who do you think will win the Six Nations and why?

"Ireland - if they win their opening game in Cardiff as France and England have to travel to Dublin. Expecting close games throughout and revitalised approaches from Wales and England, although I was impressed by the way France and Ireland won games from pressurised situations during the autumn."

Which players are you looking forward to watching?

"Looking forward to watching the head to head competitions of the half-back combinations in each team - could well hold the key to match winning performances. 9's so influential in games at the moment with France and Ireland holding the edge there."

Who are the dark horses?

"England -  set-piece reorganised and prioritised which will allow more meaningful and consistent variety in attack. Exciting coaching group."

Which matches are you particularly looking forward to, and why?

"First weekend when all 4 home countries could set the Championship up - in the Six Nations momentum is everything. Also Ireland v France in week 2."

How do you think England and Wales changing coaches shortly before the tournament will affect their chances?

"Both countries will be positively affected - Wales will be more consistently direct and become more difficult to penetrate (Mike Foreshaw is a very important appointment from Warren Gatland).  England will be more set-piece efficient to allow variety in attack. Both teams should get better as the Tournament progresses and leads to a very interesting finale with Ireland v England in Dublin, and France v Wales in Paris. Both new coaching groups are very well balanced, hence an intriguing Championship awaits."

BENJAMIN KAYSER

Who do you think will win the Six Nations and why?

"France and Ireland are favourites but France is going to both Ireland and England and Ireland are hosting both. So I see a very close battle between France and Ireland for the title but no grand slam. Heart says France, head says Ireland."
 
Which players are you looking forward to watching?

"New young Welsh players (Jack Morgan), Ange Capuozzo for Italy see how good he can become, the return of big Dan Cole! (But mainly Jack Willis), Ethan Dumortier for France and Yacouba Camara"

Who are the dark horses?

"Wales. Completely gone 6 months ago, Gats is back and Ospreys are on best form in years, exciting youngsters."

Which matches are you particularly looking forward to, and why?

"France away games to Ireland and England. Top 1 and 2 in the world facing each other 6 months before World Cup and going to Twickenham is always super special."
               




How do you think England and Wales changing coaches shortly before the tournament will affect their chances?

"Borthwick will add clarity and Kevin Sinfield will add heart, with the talent and resources already, England will be a threat. Wales still have a long way to go but Gats has unrivalled experience, he can flick a switch."
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