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BritBox

Spitting Image returns 11 September after record BritBox subscribers,
four-year record viewing figures on ITV, and 200 million global views
online.

Following the successful return of the show last autumn, Spitting Image
is set to hit BritBox UK on 11th September.

With new puppets of prominent figures already rolling off puppet production line
including: Olivia Colman, Sajid Javid, Phoebe Waller-Bridge, Tom Cruise, Tom
Daley, Jess Phillips, Ariana Grande, Gary Lineker, Bill Gates, Ellen DeGeneres, and
Raheem Sterling, to name a few, to add to the existing cast of hundreds puppets
of global figures including: Joe Biden, Boris Johnson, Cristiano Ronaldo, Prince
Andrew, Harry Kane, Vladimir Putin, Harry & Meghan, Beyoncé, Angela Merkel,
Dwayne Johnson, Gareth Southgate, Ed Sheeran, Jürgen Klopp, Elon Musk, Adele,
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Covid-19, James Corden, Emmanuel Macron, Mark Zuckerberg, Donald Trump,
and Dominic Cummings.
 
With widespread social media acclaim, notable commentators including: Lewis
Goodall (BBC Newsnight) said, “Was so worried I’d be disappointed or it’d be
lame. Thank God, it’s anything but. It’s really funny”; Henry Mance (The Financial
Times) cited a favourite sketch as a “nice example of how satire doesn’t have to
lean left”; Tim Stanley (Historian/The Daily Telegraph) declared that he was
“Loving Spitting Image so far”; Keith Humphreys (Washington Post/Professor at
Stanford University) said, “The new Spitting Image series is funny because it
follows the first rule of political satire: Be unspeakably rude to everyone”; and
Gary Lineker shared the Piers Morgan puppet while commenting, “The first time I
can recall a Spitting Image puppet to be actually quite flattering.”
 
Spitting Image has delivered record subscribers for BritBox UK, the BBC and ITV
created streaming platform, and a 4.4 million audience for ITV with a one-off US
Election Special, the highest Saturday night ratings at that time in four years (one
of ITV’s biggest Saturday night ABC1 audiences of 2020).  Across official social
media channels, Spitting Image content has been hugely popular with over 200
million views globally and three No. 1 trending videos on YouTube. 
 
With the world getting smaller and more turbulent, last year celebrated Spitting
Image co-creator Roger Law returned to head up the show’s creative team, while
multi-award-winner Jeff Westbrook (The Simpsons, Futurama) joined as
Showrunner, leading the international writing team on the iconic British satirical
take on global events.  A next generation of satirical writers and voice artists are
working with established talent to drive a new wave of ‘public service satire’.
 Writers on the show include: Al Murray, Bert Tyler-Moore (The Windsors), Bill
Odenkirk (The Simpsons), Brona C. Titley (The Tracey Ullman Show), Jason
Hazeley & Nico Tatarowicz (Charlie Brooker’s Screenwipe/Murder in Successville),
Karl Minns (Russell Howard’s Good News), Keisha Zollar (Astronomy Club), Laura
Major (Famalam), Matt Forde, Patric Verrone (The Simpsons), with many more
joining the growing team.  Voice artists include: Billy West (Futurama), Debra
Stephenson (The Impressions Show), Debra Wilson (Family Guy), Tom Stourton
(Pls Like, Horrible Histories), Eshaan Akbar (Mock The Week) Indira Varma (Game
of Thrones), Jess Robinson (The Imitation Game), John DiMaggio (Futurama),
Lewis MacLeod (Dead Ringers), Lobo Chan (Killing Eve), Luke Kempner (The
Imitation Game), Matt Forde (The Political Party) and Phil LaMarr (Pulp Fiction),
with many more joining as the puppet cast grows.  The show is ultra-topical with



scripts being written and new puppets made as close to each episode as possible.
 
Internationally, it was also announced earlier this year that a bespoke German
language version would be made for Sky Germany “Spitting Image: The Krauts’
Edition”, including the globally resonating content from the English language
version (redubbed by Germany’s leading voice artists), with new topical local
sketches (written by German comedy writers) added – all filmed in the UK-based
Spitting Image studio as close to transmission to ensure maximum topicality.  The
debut of the first series drew the second-best channel audience figure in Finland
for its time slot and was hailed by the leading Finnish newspaper as being, “As
vicious and risqué as before” and successfully launched in Belgium with a 22% of
total TV audience share, as well as seeing millions of views in the USA via
YouTube.
 
Produced by Avalon (Taskmaster, Starstruck, The Russell Howard Hour, Breeders,
Last Week Tonight With John Oliver), Executive Producers are Jeff Westbrook,
Joanna Beresford, Jon Thoday, Richard Allen-Turner and Roger Law. BritBox
Commissioning Executive is Nana Hughes.

[end]

Notes to editors
 
About Avalon:
Avalon is a multi-award-winning talent management, television production and
live promotion group with offices in London, Los Angeles and New York.
Avalon, Artist Rights Group (ARG) and The Agency represent a prolific roster of
artists including comedians, actors, presenters, writers and directors. Avalon’s
numerous ground-breaking returning television shows currently in production
include: Not Going Out (BBC), the UK’s longest running sitcom on air; Taskmaster
(Channel 4), the BAFTA-winning hit entertainment format showing in 100
countries; multi Emmy-winner, Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (HBO); The
Russell Howard Hour(Sky), the network’s most successful entertainment show
launch since 2010; Starstruck, a new sitcom from the 2018 Edinburgh Comedy
Award winner Rose Matafeo (HBO Max/BBC); Everything’s Gonna Be Okay, from
creator Josh Thomas (Freeform); Breeders, a sitcom starring Martin Freeman and
Daisy Haggard (FX/Sky); a new series of the iconic British satirical puppet show,
Spitting Image(BritBox UK); and multiple comedy specials for Amazon Prime
Video, HBO Max and Netflix.
Other landmark Avalon shows include BAFTA winning and multi Emmy nominated



Catastrophe (Amazon Prime Video/Channel 4), Fantasy Football League (BBC/ITV),
multi BAFTA-winning TV Burp(ITV), and Workaholics (Comedy Central USA).
Avalon also distributes its catalogue of programmes to over 150 countries
worldwide.  Avalon has produced many globally successful podcasts and is at the
top of the UK iTunes chart with the multi-award-winning Shagged. Married.
Annoyed by Chris and Rosie Ramsey.
As a leading promoter of live comedy, Avalon produced Newman and Baddiel:
Live at Wembley, the UK’s first arena comedy show; Jerry Springer: The Opera,
the first West End show to win all four UK ‘Best New Musical’ awards; and has
continued to produce and promote live shows globally, as well as promoting more
winners and nominees of the prestigious Edinburgh Comedy Award than any
other company.
For Avalon news visit: www.avalonuk.com/press or follow @avalonent
 
About BritBox UK
BritBox is a digital video subscription service created by the BBC and ITV. The
service brings the very best in past, present and future British programming and
award-winning content to viewers all in one place for £5.99 per month in HD.
British TV boxsets from All 4 and British films from Film 4 are also available. The
service includes high quality factual and entertainment content from Channel 5
plus original British comedies from Comedy Central UK. BritBox features the
biggest collection of British content available on any streaming service, and brand
new commissions for British production companies specifically created for
BritBox. BritBox also offers expert curation and playlists that will enable viewers
to easily find programmes they know and discover new favourites via web,
mobile, tablet, connected TVs and streaming devices including Fire TV, Apple TV,
Freesat & Chromecast. Content on BritBox can be downloaded and viewed offline
where rights allow.
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